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We love numbers…
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2024 – tall building completions by country
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Building tall 
better.
Previously the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat
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CVU has six offices worldwide: 
the Chicago Headquarters,  
Academic offices in Chicago and 
Toronto, a Research office in 
Venice, an office in Riyadh and 
the Asia Headquarters in 
Shanghai.

Our members form a truly global 
network. CVU offices on three 
continents and regional 
chapters, committees, and 
representatives in over 50 
countries means that you can 
get involved wherever you are in 
the world. 

Regional hubs
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Mumbai:
different challenges
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Two world colliding
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Sharing and learning
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“There are risks 
that clients 

haven’t dealt with 
for 50 years”
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City of London 2025
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Beyond the city
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More than one city
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Space for people!
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The first wave

Icons

The second wave

Simplicity

The third wave

Sustainable high rise

The fourth wave

Enriching the 

experience
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The first wave:
making shape work for you
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BTW – more than a building
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The second wave: it started with a KISS
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Halving the cost! (almost)
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It’s been done before!
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8 Canada Square
London, UK

Client: Canary Wharf Group, Qatar Investment Authority

Type: Adaptive Reuse, Mixed-Use

Size: 102,200m² / 1,100,000 ft²
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Putting it into practice
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Redirecting money
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The third wave: dual currencies
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The third wave: sustainable high-rise

The Dovetail Building

Whole life carbon

▪ Openable windows

▪ Optimised window/wall ratio through parametric analysis

▪ Chilled slabs and active thermal mass

▪ Thermal store

▪ Heat rejection to adjoining estate

▪ GGBS in concrete

▪ Hi-star steel

▪ Aluminium from hydro sources

▪ IBMS systems to monitor energy performance

Wellbeing 

▪ Majority of plant in basement

▪ Elevated fresh air provision (20 l/s/p)

▪ Green terraces on every floor + green walls + planters

▪ Generous communal spaces

▪ High quality cycle facilities

▪ Visual link to staircases on floorplates

▪ Intelligent IP addressable floor tiles linked to BMS
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Efficient use of materials

27Insert presentation title > use the Header and footer icon > apply to all
Turner & Townsend alinea



|Turner & Townsend alinea 28|Turner & Townsend alinea

The fourth wave:
enriching the experience
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Flexible amenity spaces
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The first wave

Icons

The second wave

Simplicity

The third wave

Sustainable high 

rise

The fourth wave

Enriching the 

experience

The fifth wave

Profit, planet, and 

people
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The fifth wave: unlocking viabilities

London office towers – Shell and core cost (£/ft² GIA)
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Design is more than design
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Complex projects can be simplified

“Projects don’t go wrong; they start wrong”

▪ Start with the WHY

▪ Get the team to optimise the concept

▪ Agree the plan before executing it

▪ Material efficiencies save cost and carbon

▪ Hone the details

▪ Make it buildable (time is expensive)

▪ Procure clearly and ‘sell’ the project

▪ Controls and people are equally important

▪ Collaboration is the most important thing

Bent Flyvberg 
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Though, life is always a compromise
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