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WE SAW THE
OPPORTUNITY TO...
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BIG PICTURE THINKERS

170+ Awards

Including the MIPIM Award for Booking.com
City Campus and the World Architecture
Festival Award for design excellence.

Ben van Berkel

Founder and thought leader, shaping the
future of architecture by challenging
conventions and exploring new possibilities.

Commitment to Education

Inspiring the next generation of designers

through teaching at renowned institutions,
bridging practice and academia to address
today’s complex challenges.
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SPECTRUM

Towers of
power

Love them or hate them, for the past 100 years

skyscrapers have been transforming the world's

major city skylines into dramatic vistas of glass

steel and concrete. Charles Knevitt,

Architecture Correspondent, looks at their

majestic past, present and future
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wenticth-century — archis
teciure is epitomesed by
the skyseraper. Leaving

dents. siuch as the Tower of
Habel, the round  lowers of
Ieeland sl those in the Tuscan
wown of San Gimignano, their
mslern counterparts are really
a phenomenon of late  19th-
century  MNorth  Amerigan
commecrcial expansion, Indeed,
the  modern  skyscraper b
America’s gift 1o archiseciine,

The term was first wsed 1o
dleu'nhe hI'M |n.=‘l_ﬂ1 sail ntr:rg
clipper ship, a high-flying bi
R et bl The
correspondent of the Americen
Asghirect was probably the (it
b use it for a all building
"Cloudscraper™, coined by a
voung Minncapalis aschitect, L.
5. Buffingon, never  really
“RUgh o iicant develop-
menis ¢ made it
leasilsde e build  high  in
resgronse 1o Lhe growing demaned
for office space. As a result, the
skyscraper came 1o express the
corporaic ientity of burgeoning
enterprises and the egos of thase
wha controlled them.

Toslay, as a0 conlury ago. the
history of the skyscraper s
really the lale of two cilics -
Bew York and Chicago = whose
commercial  ambitions  have
shaped thear physical idendities
maore than any o

Many architectural historians
taki the firsi b be the Equitahle
Lafe Assurance Building in New
York, fmished in 1870, The
som given (5 wofold a1

s st
Eusiiog 101330

the first commercial office block
b have a passenger lifl.

For pusists, however, these
alone are ned enough. A neal
skyscraper must have an iron or
steel framse, latterdy of re.
miprced  cononete per 3
Curisusly, :""l‘“. the Fl-'mnch
ect @ writer  Eugene- .
Emanvel Viallele-Dic wha a1 tha Diuiory. ol 1n
first iproposed ron skelelon oy who  manufucturcd

g o LIRS fregph husists st his Yonkers
an drcmtecture, putished e ) near New York, demon-
same year as the Equitable Like | o his  steam-pow
openad. safety lilt al the 1853 Crystal

T was in the aunumn of 1885 pajyce Exhibition in New York.
that Williams ke Baren Jeancy's ple woukl ascend the open
Home Insurance  Company  ohiform with an assistani who
headquarters opened in CHICIES.  fanded him 2 roon o
The seven-storey building bad epyey cushion,  Ous woald
the requisite iren-frame because ed o cut the rope from
his client wanted a fireprool Gnen ot was suspended. Ta the
structure. A Chicago school of 5000 0cment of ondookers ihe 1
architecture was  borm, with woulg sy wp oas Onis ca-
Louis Sullivan, Daniel Bum. et S8y W B0 e
ham and Jahn Kool !""0"%‘]"-‘ B socrel was 8 hadden safery
principal caponcats. In 1896, o
Sullivam  dectared  that il " gy er) ather techmical inno-
buildings shoukl be “every insh  yaigng als played a key rale in
a proud and soaring  thing, ment o
rising in sheer exultalion thal copaper  There was  ebscine
from botiom o Lop i 4 Uil Jighting, the iclephone (without
witheut a  sinple  Jisserling which armics of messengens
woild have been needed) and

People could not be expecied  evemunlly air conditioning. Dr
o chimb more than five or Willis  Haviland  Carreer,  1he

£
E

e

Walter P. Chrysler the bracl Was
chear  “Make this  building
higher than the Eiffel Tower.™
FEitTel had reached %850 with his
ver  for the 1889 Fans
Exhibition. Van Alen made his
LR, lopping i1 with @
sunbrst roof and decoraling
the exterior with the car firm’s
chevron bogo, o fricse of car
wheels with salver hub caps and
winged Morcury radigtor (Aps
wil large. I remuned 1he
tallest bailding in the workd for
just @ year, when il
wvertaken by the Empire Sialé -
the mast Eamous skyscrape’
them all < in 1931

This was a trulv speculalive

and critic Peter Blake wrote
much later: “With a fow sirokes
of his pen, as it were, Mies laid
ihe foundation of all the great
stecl-and-glass skyscrapers we

. Fo arownd us today.

In Chicago, Mics finished the
twa J6-storey towers of Lake
Shore D

But the wses only as much sieel as the

TOWER  Warkd Trade
Center, Chicago

| 1984

AMERICAN TELEPHONE &
TELEGRAPH BUILDING
Nerw Yotk
an

Hlustration by John Grimwade



WTC COMPETITION,

UNITED ARCHITECTS | " "+
'l.lrl.-

I' i‘l:!!"}'iﬂut —

tl.u b b b
o T

ﬁ%@%ﬁ“é e

!II .*#w: ﬁlli;!{

JHI.I'II e o' S\

: 'Im* 1

A4

| r-“

15 uil

-#.E[|

'.“-'.ll'l
'_qﬂ.. i




ELEVATORS & STAIRS %

T1 T2 T3 T4 15
1,100,000 5F 3,700,000 5F 2800000 5F 1,400,000 SF 1,300,000 SF




THE VERTICAL CITY
INTERPRETED IN THREE
SCALES

The Scotts Tower, 2010-2017
Singapore, Singapore
18,500 m?




| |
'
i
‘
o
l
|
q




:ug.e

e i
i .&wm_.#

ﬁbﬁ.«ﬁs
Totae







............

IIIIIIIIIIIIII
.............

,_ééia

T
B

o S it e il‘ -.II'

|l.‘| m ‘-I& L_

. / 5 Wl

m.___q“_.____._ |

\.

i | T
...|?.
“.

/_._,//mrwwm&_ m__ N\

TR, T o M E.

2013

LIVING WITH THE
LANDSCAPE, INSIDE
AND OUT

Ardmore Residence, 2006

Singapore, Singapore

15,666 m?









TWISTING FOR
SUSTAINABILITY,
INNOVATION, ELEGANCE

WASL Tower

Dubai, UAE
106,534 m2 (GFA)
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DESIGN FOR LIFE
ON THE MOVE

Raffles City Hangzhou, 2008-2017

Hangzhou, China
392,526 m?
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LS8 Technical & Stairs to Roof
Total Area op =
Fioas &
i ]

L60-60m
L3350

fo Roof

Technical & Stairs

(Fioor height 2600mm)
PP 350, B

SOHO MEF floor on L#6
Refuge on L4s




Facade Overview : Towers

2. LANDSCAPE FACADE

Q. TA). FACADE

. i
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4. SLOT FACADE
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Facade Overview: Podium

6. SHOPFRONT AND LOBBY FACADE

L BRIDGE FACADE & . COURTYARD FACADE
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REGENERATE THE MIXED USE
DEVELOPMENT INTO A

Four Frankfurt

Frankfurt, Germany
2

219,000 m
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Innenstadt

Opernplatz
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Coetheplatz
RoBmarkt

Paulsplatz

Romerberg

Altstadt
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Modulkatalog Nutzung - Einrichtung

2T0x380 270x540 405x180 4054360 405x540 S540x360  540x540 B75x540 B10x540
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Offices Apartments
Food hall Hyatt House
TOWER 3

@) TOWER4
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Condominium apartments

Offices
Kimpton Design Hotel
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THE HISTORY TO
TRANSFORM THE FUTURE

18T Mansion

Chonggqing, China 2017-2023

Client: GuocoLand

Program: Residential, Amenities

GFA: 230,755 m2 WELL-platinum
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Design Approach
Human Health &

Wellbeing

Key dimensions of WELL Platinum meticulously integrated throughout the design ond
construction process
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Community | l |
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largest community 6 0 0 0 mE

clubhouse in China. ]
comprise 10 clubhouses that offer spaces for exercises,
socializing and community activities.
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Thermal Comfort Air Quality
@ no

el
3 5% Energy-efficient aluminum p M2.5

panels and hollow low-E

of the site Is landscaped to glass curtain walls reduce filtration and ultra high
mitigate the urban heat heat gain in summer and ceilings ensure good
islond effect. heat loss in winter. ventilation ond clean air.
Acoustic Movement

Environment

o) &
<45 372m 24/7

decibels ensured day sky running treick ultra-fitness centres, sports
and night by advanced surrounded by lush garden  halls and a 50m race pool
acoustic design both greenery. for indoor activities.

indoor and outdoors.

Light

85% 3.6m 270°

window-to-wall ratios and uitra high eailings moximise panoramie glazing — all
caretully designed floor natural light, and work together to maximise
plan deplh, daylight and support

circadian balance,

Nourishment ~ Water Mind Materiality
F &) N
Cultivation of Configuration of Green, Sustainable,
culinary, aromatic water purification multifunctional antibacterial, and
and edible plants equipment and spaces for mental high-performance
direct drinking relaxation and materigls reduce
water facilities. knowledge sharing health hazards.

18T Mansion / Chongqing, China unsTuDIO
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SPINNING FUTURE
GARDENS INTO THE SKY
2018

STH BNK by Beulah,
Melbourne, Australia
253,485 m?

63
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A BIOPHILIC NEXUS
REFLECTING A NEW
SMART LIFESTYLE

Hannamdong-4

Seoul, South Korea
262,671.18 m’

66 10 February 2026 UNS Introduction Presentation







TURNING A TRAIN
STATION INTO AN
ECOSYSTEM

Chamartin Station

Madrid, Spain 2022

Client: ADIF AV, CreaMNN

Program: Infrastructure, Transport, Offices,
Commercial, Public Space

GFA: 350,000 m2




3 scales of mobility

City scale Neighbourhood scale Station scale
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ONE RING OF

ACTIVITIES AND THREE

DESIGN MOVES

Chamartin Station, Madrid, Spain
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REDEFINING TALL BUILDINGS
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Amsterdam

Stadhouderskade 113
1073 AX Amsterdam
PO Box 75381

1070 AJ Amsterdam
The Netherlands

T +3120 570 2040

info@unstudio.com

Austin

501 Congress Street
Suite 1233

Austin, Texas 78701
USA

T+1310 7741817

northamerica@unstudio.com

Dubai

Dubai Media City
Building 9, Office 118
PO Box 333012,
Dubai

United Arab Emirates

T +97155 699 5035

middle.east@unstudio.com

Frankfurt

BethmannstraBe 7-9
60311

Frankfurt am Main
Germany

T +49 69 7593 7580

germany@unstudio.com

Hong Kong

Room 1102-1107,

Yu Yuet Lai Building
43-55 Wyndham Street
Central, Hong Kuing

T +852 3499 1261

asia@unstudio.com

Melbourne

Level 8, 699 Collins Street
Docklands VIC 3008
Australia

T +61(0)3 9070 9199

australia@unstudio.com

Riyadn

Loming soon

Shanghai

Room 4606

Raffles City, No. 268
Xizang Middle Road
Shanghai 200001
China

T +82 21 6340 5088

asia@unstudio.com

UNS

United
Network
Studio
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